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Background and quick reminder

ÅThe Wenchuanearthquake affected 
Sichuan and some parts of Shaanxi and 
Gansu provinces. 

Å~90,000 people were killed or are (still) 
missing. 

ÅProperty loss was valued at more than 
800 billion yuan=117 billion U.S. dollars. 
See slide for breakdown of categoriesĄ

Åtǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘΣ ά/Ƙƛƴŀ is one of the countries that experiences the most natural 
ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎΦά фф ƳŀƧƻǊ ǉǳŀƪŜǎ όw{ п ŀƴŘ ŀōƻǾŜύ ƻŎŎǳǊǊŜŘ ƛƴ нллу ŀƭƻƴŜΦ 

Åά{ƛƴŎŜ 2005, 17.54 billion yuan(2.54 billion U.S. dollars) has been invested nationwide 
in renewing and building 5.8 million houses for 6.5 million needy people so that their 
residences would be disaster proof. ά ό2009 White Paper on Disaster Relief and Prevention)



Background II ςTimeline of the unanticipated geological event
(to be read from bottom to top)

Date
₂

Time Latitude Longitude (km) Intensity Location
2008-05-13 02:55:24.7 31.9 105.1 33 Ms4.4

2008-05-13 02:46:14.6 32.5 105.0 33 Ms4.4

2008-05-13 01:54:30.8 31.3 103.4 19 Ms5.0

2008-05-13 00:34:15.6 32.5 105.1 33 Ms4.2

2008-05-12 23:28:56.2 31.0 103.5 33 Ms5.0

2008-05-12 23:05:29.3 31.3 103.6 17 Ms5.0

2008-05-12 22:46:09.5 32.7 105.5 33 Ms5.1

2008-05-12 21:40:54.3 31.0 103.5 33 Ms5.1 Sichuan/Wenchuan

2008-05-12 20:23:28.8 32.7 105.3 33 Ms4.5

2008-05-12 20:06:33.1 32.2 105.5 15 Ms4.1 ₩

2008-05-12 20:04:39.2 32.6 105.3 15 Ms4.2

2008-05-12 19:52:22.3 32.6 105.5 15 Ms4.7

2008-05-12 19:10:58.4 31.4 103.6 33 Ms6.0 Sichuan/Wenchuan

2008-05-12 18:23:40.1 31.0 103.3 15 Ms5.0 Sichuan/Wenchuan

2008-05-12 17:42:26.4 31.5 103.9 33 Ms5.2 ӣ

2008-05-12 17:07:03.1 31.3 103.8 33 Ms5.0

2008-05-12 16:47:29.0 32.1 105.5 33 Ms4.8 ₩

2008-05-12 16:21:47.3 31.3 104.1 33 Ms5.2

2008-05-12 15:34:47.8 31.0 103.5 10 Ms5.0 Sichuan/Wenchuan

2008-05-12 14:43:15.0 31.0 103.5 33 Ms6.0 Sichuan/Wenchuan

2008-05-12 14:28:04.0 31.0 103.4 14 Ms8.0 Sichuan/Wenchuan

2008-05-11 03:42:00.9 24.0 122.5 33 Ms5.6 Taiwan/Ԉп ѐ

2008-05-08 00:45:06.9 36.1 141.6 33 Ms7.1 Japan/ п

2008-05-02 09:33:36.0 52.0 -177.6 33 Ms7.0 Andreanof Islands 

Source: China Earthquakes Network Center/Database query, based on date of occurrence; http:// www.csndmc.ac.cn/newweb/index.jsp

http://www.csndmc.ac.cn/newweb/index.jsp
http://www.csndmc.ac.cn/newweb/index.jsp
http://www.csndmc.ac.cn/newweb/index.jsp


Some pictures of the area ςSteep mountains & massive landslides 

Photograph taken by author on Jan. 21, 2009



The old (and only) highway 214 up towards Wenchuan, 8 months after the earthquake

21 expressways, 15 national and provincial highways and 2756 rural roads, bridges and tunnels were structurally damaged.
Source: XiongDewei, PRC Ministry of Commerce,  in a speech delivered in Chengdu Sep. 9, 2009. Photograph taken by author on Jan. 21, 2009


